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and he rather strained my Arabic by asking for a
description of English local government, and our
marriage customs. He was also curious as to the
dignity of sheikh in England. His manners were
excellent, very unlike the common people, for he
did not snatch qt my things, but waited (eagerly)
for me to show them him. Some of his men had
heard of Jerabis (or Gerabis as they said). They
were interested in the coming of the railway. At
sundown he brought me food with his own
hands: cucumbers, hard-boiled eggs, and excel-
lent wheatbread, while his men dined near us
off boiled mulberries and bread. We had some
of each. After dinner we talked a little, and
then I went out to sleep. Fie brought me his
best quilts, and I slept most perfectly, with his
retainers in a heap around me. When I woke In
the morning there was an old Turkey cock sitting
on a low wall by my head, and many horses in
the yard. I was lying on a low platform.

Jerabis = Arabic name for Jerablus or Carchemish, where the
author had been excavating and which lay on the projected
route of the Baghdad Railway.